Japan and the West

ever behaved towards another with such deplorable disregard
for the first rules of conduct which the sage Confucius has
left behind him for the guidance of his countrymen: * Do
not to others what you would not that they should do to
you,'"

The success in arms of Japan has done more to convert
the peoples of the West to a sense of what is due to inter-
national morality than all their religions. It has effectually
arrested European ambitions in the Far East and put an
end to the scramble which took place not only for " spheres
of influence," but also for "leases," not to speak of more
permanent possessions. The awakening of China has not
only made the arrest of Western aggression permanent, but
has now made some suggested arrangements seem rather
stupid jokes, for a Power is being developed with immense
resources, and, therefore, with unknown potentialities both for
defence and for offence.

The rapid developments which have taken place in the
Far East have, in many respects, entirely altered the trend
of world-politics, although it is impossible to give quantita-
tive measurements. In surveying the whole situation it is
evident that colonisation and political influence by Western
Powers have been rendered impossible on the American
Continents by the practical meaning which has now been
given to the hitherto somewhat abstract Munroe Doctrine,
and in Further Asia by the rise of Japan and the Anglo-
Japanese Treaty, in Persia by the Anglo-Russian Agreement,
while in Western Asia and the Near East, if the reform move-
ment succeeds, the growth of national spirit will render political
interference equally impossible. The victories of Japan,
reacting on the inert mass of Asia, have given life and
impetus to the latent energies and aspirations of India and
China, of Persia and Egypt, and we have the Ottoman
Empire becoming the centre of revolutionary forces which
may have most important results in both Europe and Asia.

If the peoples of the East allow themselves to be drawn
into the struggle for wealth to the same extent as those of